C 12 H 15 NO 3 ,monoclinic, P12 1 /c1(no. 14), a =5.524 (1) 
Discussion
Free radicals are thought to be involved in many biological processes, such as lipid peroxidation, DNA cleavage, and enzyme inactivation [1] [2] [3] . Moreover, some reactive species, like superoxide, in biological systems can be measured by ESR method only upon the addition of nitrone or nitroso compounds [4, 5] . The title compound is new example of al inear nitrone. All the bond distances and angles lie within the expected ranges and are in agreement with those found in the structures of similar nitrones previously reported [6] . As expected, the C9−N1−C8−C5 torsion angle of 175.2(2)°expresses atrans configuration of the molecule around the C8=N1 double bond. Whole molecular skeleton is almost coplanar except for three methyl groups and two methylene Ha toms. The plane is consist of two parts, nitrone and methylenedioxyphenyl group. The dihedral angle between two groups, represented by N1−C8−C5−C6 torsion angle, is only 1.6(5)°. The plan is stabilized by an intramolecular six-membered hydrogen-bonded ring, in which the hydrogen bond is composed by O3···H6−C6 with bond distance of 2.265(1) Å and bond angle of 119.5(7)°. In addition, the methylene carbon is deviating slightly from the plane as indicted by aC2−O2−C1−O1 torsion angle of 12.9(3)°, although two Oa toms in the five-membered oxygen-heterocycle keeps coplanar with the phenyl ring by O2− C2−C7−C6 torsion angle of 179.6(3)°or O1−C7−C2−C3 torsion angle of −178.0 (5) ( 
